
 It is that bittersweet 
time that we begin the 
process of wrapping 
up another school year. 

Wow, what a year it has 
been. We just made it 
through the graduation 
for Montgomery Coun-
ty Early College and it 
was a joyous occasion. 
There is always so much 
promise in the eyes of 
graduates and families 
and it makes this time 
of year truly great. I will 
do a more generalized 
graduation column next 
week, but I did want to 
go ahead and congratu-
late our Phoenixes for a 

successful year!

It is also that fun time 
when we must begin 
testing. Needless to say, 
this is the final test for 
many before moving on 
to the next grade level. 
We ask that all students 
get plenty of rest the 
night before the test and 
that they come prepared 
to do their best. Parents, 
you play an integral role 
in making sure this hap-
pens. Encourage your 

children to do their best 
and to take the neces-
sary time to fully read 
the test, questions, and 
answer choices. I know 
your child’s teacher has 
been working hard to 
prepare them for the 
curriculum and have 
given them valuable test 
taking strategies. Your 
encouragement can 
make a big difference as 
well.

Finally, as we do wrap 

up another year success-
fully, I want to thank 
you parents for your 
help and support this 
year. No school system, 
or individual school 
for that matter, can be 
successful without the 
help and the support of 
parents and the greater 
community. As you’ve 
heard me say before, we 
are blessed with many 
wonderful people in 
Montgomery County. 
Our parents (foster, step, 

and grand included) is a 
group that I am thankful 
for. We appreciate you 
and we look forward to 
helping your child finish 
the year strong! Thank 
you for your continued 
support.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

After a COVID-induced hiatus, Montgomery Central High School Joy Prom made its debut last 
week.  A first for the brand new high school, Joy Prom is a formal event thrown specifically for 
students who might find the large crowds, flashing lights, and loud music of a traditional prom 
overwhelming. For Montgomery County Schools special needs students in grades 6-12, it is an 
opportunity to experience one of high school’s most memorable events in a very supportive envi-
ronment. Our special needs students find the calmer atmosphere more enjoyable and less socially 
stressful than a conventional prom.  MCHS Staff members Frances Morris, Donna Brown and 
Stephanie Harvell spearheaded the effort and Ms. Harvell pointed out that, “Joy Prom would not 
have been possible without the surrounding community’s donations and support.”   

Joy Prom attendees and their family escorts entered a lobby adorned with balloons at Montgom-
ery Central.  Various photo booth scenes were set up for capturing memories as they made their 
way to the fairy-tale themed cafeteria. Among the balloons and other decorations were centerpiec-
es featuring jeweled crowns and animated scenes playing on the large televisions.  The night was 
filled with food, laughter, dancing, and photographs.  

The attendees and their families were not the only ones to enjoy the evening at Joy Prom. Sev-
eral MCHS students volunteered to assist at the Joy Prom and had as much fun as the formal 
attendees. Mrs. Harvell, MCHS Teacher, sponsors the Project PALS Club to increase inclusion and 
awareness of Autism and other disabilities. The Project PALS Club members helped to decorate, 
assisted students with hair and makeup, and then joined in the festivities to help serve food and 
dance with Joy Prom participants.  Carter Griffin was one of the students who helped out with 
food service and then danced. “Sometimes, just getting the dancing started is all it takes to have a 
fun time.  Once you start dancing you start to care a little less about what other people think.” said 
Carter. Multiple MCHS teachers also attended to witness the students enjoy their happy night. Dr. 
Chuck Dulin, who attended with his wife, shared that, “Joy Prom means that students who don’t 
always get to shine are the star of the show for this night.”  

As the Joy Prom drew to a close, Montgomery Central crowned its first Joy Prom Royalty.  Rog-
elio Aguiler Hernandez was chosen Prom King, and Jalen McIntyre was selected as Prom Queen.  
Joy Prom is much more than just a formal dance. It is an opportunity to build unity by celebrating 
the beauty in all our uniqueness and by showing love and support to some of the most special mem-
bers of our MCHS community.  It was a resounding success and Montgomery Central is eager to 
host Joy Prom and other special events in the future. 

- Sharon Swanke



As we prepare for the end of 
the school year, with gradu-
ations and numerous happy 
events happening all across 
the district, it would be wrong 

not to mention the event that 
happened in Texas at the end 
of May. The community of 
Uvalde is dealing with the 
unthinkable, a mass shooting 
that took 21 lives, including 
19 precious children. I long 
ago stopped wondering what 
caused such events. It is un-
explainable. I do not want this 
to sound anti-gun or anti-any-
thing (or pro for that matter) 
because the politics of that is 
absolutely ridiculous in our 
country right now. However, 
when you look at the fragility 
of human minds and where we 

are as a country with helping 
those who are mentally ill, 
and combine that with the ease 
of access to military-grade 
weapons, it creates a recipe 
for disasters like we are seeing 
all over the country. I am torn. 
I own guns. I do not own mil-
itary style guns or high capac-
ity magazines and I personal-
ly see no need for them. But 
any mention of the word gun 
control creates a panic among 
those in most communities. 
All I know is we live in a rural 
area and there will always be 
guns. I do not know the an-

swer, or even what the ques-
tion is at this point. I do know 
that 21 people that should be 
celebrating the end of a school 
year will not be doing so. For 
that reason, my heart breaks.

These stories also create a stir 
in the national news outlets. I 
think it gives parents an ave-
nue to discuss this very diffi-
cult topic with their children. 
It is the unfortunate world we 
live in today. While I have 
said and will continue to say 
that we do all that we can to 
keep our campuses safe, noth-

ing is foolproof. As is the case 
with these things, we have 
now seen the planning for 
copycat events pop up in a 
couple of areas of our country. 
While we have not had to deal 
with anything like that, we did 
have a child make a joking 
reference at one of our schools 
that led to an investigation. 
Please make sure to discuss 
this with your children. In the 
world we live in today, even 
a joke will be treated as seri-
ous. It is not a joking matter. 
While we will be headed into 
the summer break very shortly 

upon your reading this, please 
still have that discussion. It 
is a discussion all of us may 
be getting tired of. However, 
reinforcing the fact that words 
matter in reference to threats 
against schools cannot happen 
enough. Those discussions 
may even keep us off that aw-
ful map of places that have 
had an actual event. I know 
that none of us want to be on 
that list  

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

Tar Heels Double Down: 
Second Rushing Sister Receives Carolina Covenant Scholarship

The Rushing family has two reasons to celebrate this graduation season: 
Alyssa Rushing and Krysta Rushing. Both Alyssa and Krysta are recip-
ients of the Carolina Covenant Scholarship to UNC Chapel Hill. The 
Covenant Scholarship has allowed Alyssa, Class of 2022, and will allow 
Krysta, Class of 2026, to graduate debt free. Grants, scholarships, work-
study opportunities, and academic and personal support provide Cove-
nant Scholars with tuition, housing, books and a laptop for four full years 
of study at Chapel Hill. 

Alyssa Rushing, a 2018 graduate of East Montgomery High School, grad-
uated on May 8, 2022 from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill with a Bachelor’s Degree in Biological Sciences.  Meanwhile, her 
younger sister, Krysta Rushing, will be graduating from Montgomery 
Central High School with Latin Honors on June 8, 2022.  Krysta will be 
following in her sibling’s Tar Heels as she matriculates to Chapel Hill this 
coming fall.  Mrs. Shoffner, MCHS English teacher, Chapel Hill alumna, 
and Krysta’s teacher for freshman and junior English, has these words 
of encouragement, “Life at Chapel Hill is exciting, surprising, and fulfill-
ing.  The years I spent there were some of the best years of my life, and I 
treasure the friendships I made among faculty and peers.  I try to return 
to Chapel Hill every chance I can.  Through the good times and the bad, I 
cherish my time as a Tar Heel. I know that Krysta will find her own path 
to follow, as none of us follow the same one. She will add to the culture 
and climate of UNC, as well as grow because of it.  I am so excited for 
her.” 

Both Alyssa and Krysta made it a point to recognize their mother, Christy 
Rushing, for her guidance and support throughout the Covenant Schol-
arship application process.  MCHS Senior, Krysta Rushing said,  “With-
out my Mom I would not have known where to begin in applying for the 
scholarship and my Mom made sure that I dotted my i’s and crossed my 
t’s as I filled in all the online forms. I know this would not have been pos-
sible without her.  Her efforts mean that both my sister and I will gradu-
ate from Chapel Hill debt free.  It is a gift that will keep on giving all of 
our lives.”  

Alyssa had some words of wisdom for Krysta, “There’s a tradition at 
Chapel Hill that if you drink from Carolina’s Old Well on the first day 
of classes that you will get straight A’s. I’m here to say that the Old Well 
tradition only works if you actually study and apply yourself!  Chapel 
Hill is great fun and I can’t wait to join you at a football game or two this 
fall.”  For the Rushing sisters ‘Here Comes Carolina-lina’ has fresh, new 
meaning thanks to the Carolina Covenant Scholarship.

By Sharon Swanke

Alyssa Rushing and Krysta Rushing celebrate Alyssa’s graduation from 
UNC Chapel Hill on May 8, 2022

SENIORS WALK AT ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Kindergarten Activities
at Green Ridge Elementary

Wednesday, May 18, 2022. Kindergarten students from GRES went to 
Food King in Biscoe. Students took a tour of the store. Students learn how 
the grocery store is part of the community. Students got to scan drinks at 
the check out counter. Mr. Dozier and his staff gave each student a treat 
bag. Then we visited the US Post Office in Biscoe. Students got a tour of 
the post office and how they work. Jane, Josh and Tim told students about 
how the post office is a part of the community. Students got to mail letters 
to their friends. Students were given a treat by the staff at the post office. 
Thank you to Mr. Dozier, his staff, Jane, Josh and Tim for letting us visit. 

On Monday, May 16, 2022 Officer Shamburger and Officer Qito came 
to visit our class. They brought along Chase and Skye from Paw Patrol.  
They came to talk to kindergarten about what they do in the community.

GRES kindergarten was visited 
by Ms. Sasser and Ms. Rodri-
guez from First Bank in Biscoe. 
Students learned how the bank 
helps the community. Ms. Sasser 
and Ms. Rodriguez  read a story 
about safe and unsafe places to put 
money. Kids loved the story and 
then they played a game of unsafe 
and safe. Students were given 
pencils and piggy banks by First 
Bank. Then Ms. Sasser and Ms. 
Rodriguez presented Ms. Sparks  a 
check for GRES Kindergarten of 
$250.  We would like to thank First 
Bank of Biscoe for their donation.

Tuesday, May 17th, Kristina Shultz 
came to visit kindergarten at GRES. 
Kristina talked about how bees help 
our community. She talked about 
how to protect our bees. Then she 
talked about Susi. Susi is a therapy 
dog and how she helps our commu-
nity.
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We will continue with 
our summer school 

program during the 
month of June. Sum-
mer school is an im-
portant time to provide 
extra instruction to a 
number of our students. 
As we saw during the 
time of remote learn-
ing, it is important for 
many children to get 
all of the face-to-face 
instruction they can. If 
your child is participat-
ing in summer school, 

make sure to encour-
age them to continue 
working had over these 
final three weeks. We 
will work hard to make 
sure these summer les-
sons are fun and engag-
ing while also working 
on much needed skills 
moving into the next 
grade level for your 
child. If you child is not 
specifically involved in 
summer school, it is 

still important to rein-
force good habits over 
the summer. Make 
sure your child contin-
ues to read throughout 
the summer. No other 
skill will better serve 
your child in the years 
to come than fostering 
a love of reading. It is 
critical to maintain that 
habit over the summer. 
Make sure your child 
reads at minimum 20 

minutes per day. There 
is plenty of time to do 
other things so make 
sure reading is part of 
that daily routine.

We will continue our 
preparations for the 
coming year while 
working hard to close 
out summer school suc-
cessfully. We are fully 
committed to making 
this time a successful 

one for you and your 
child. We thank you 
for your continued sup-
port. That also includes 
the summer months. 
Keep working hard 
and the fruits of those 
labors will pay off for 
your child in the years 
to come.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

Board Meeting Recognitions Board Meeting Recognitions 
The Montgomery 
County Board of 
Education recognized 
distinguished students, 
teachers, and employees 
for their accomplish-
ments at the June 6th 
meeting. The recogni-
tions included students 
and teachers that earned 
awards for their crafts-
manship, the 2021-2022 
Teachers of the Year, 
and the 2021 - 2022 
Employees of the Year. 
The meeting began 
recognizing students 
who placed in various 
skill competitions. The 

Montgomery Central 
High School SkillsUSA 
Firefighting teacher, 
Casey Galloway, pre-
sented Billy Hart as he 
took 2nd place in the 
competition. Cabinet-
making teacher Dan 
Kern presented 2nd 
place to Levi Hayden-
Crook, 3rd place to 
Miguel Jimenez, and 
5th place to Preston 
Giberti. Dan Kern 
presented 2nd place to 
Tahjameen Bowden 
and 5th place to Preston 
Giberti for the Wood-
working showcase. 

Engineering teacher 
Brandon Britt award-
ed the Engineering 
Showcase Skill Project 
Team, Melody DeBray, 
and Elijah Jenkins with 
their 2nd place finish. 
Dr. Dale Ellis presented 
the AFJROTC Distin-
guished Unit Award to 
Major Mark McClay 
and Master Sergeant 
Ronald Sova. 
Dr. Dale Ellis recog-
nized the 2021 - 2022 
Montgomery County 
Schools Teachers of the 
Year. Ashley Jones from 
Page Street Elemen-

tary School, Tammy 
Lefebvre from Star 
Elementary School, 
Logan Jordan from 
Montgomery Central 
High School, Felicia 
Chambers from Mount 
Gilead Elementary 
School, Terry Maness 
from Green Ridge Ele-
mentary School, Carrie 
Watkins from East 
Middle School, Autumn 
McNeill from Candor 
Elementary School, 
Alicia Legrande from 
Montgomery Learning 
Academy, April Day-
walt from Montgomery 

County Early College, 
Angela Krol from Troy 
Elementary School, and 
Holly Henn from West 
Middle School. 
Dr. Dale Ellis also 
recognized the 2021 
– 2022 Montgomery 
County Schools Em-
ployees of the Year at 
the Board Meeting. 
Linda Saunders from 
Montgomery Central 
High School, Mack 
Gaddy from Troy Ele-
mentary School, Court-
ney Wilson from Troy 
Elementary School, 
Verenise Valdovinos 

from Star Elementary 
School, Brenda Shup-
ing from Green Ridge 
Elementary School, 
Martha Garner from 
Green Ridge Elemen-
tary School, Mandy 
Lucas from East Middle 
School, and Cathy 
Horne from Mount Gil-
ead Elementary School.

Band and choir students from Montgomery Central High School and 
West Middle School ventured to Carowinds on May 5, 2022, to partic-
ipate in the annual Carowinds Festival of Music. This annual event is 
both an exciting performance opportunity and a chance to learn from 
master musicians.  Under the guidance of retired Winthrop University 
Director of Bands Dr. William F. Malambri and Choirmaster Dr. Rob-
ert Holquist, nationally known adjudicators evaluated and critiqued 
the Montgomery County Schools ensemble’s performances.  The band 
received a rating of Excellent, showing their command of musicianship.  
Meanwhile the choir, under the direction of Patrick Wichowski, per-
formed admirably, receiving a rating of Good. 

Director of Bands at WMS and MCHS, Ravon Sheppard, was very 
pleased with the outcome, “Our music students continue to exceed ex-
pectations in performance. Considering that this was our first time out in 
three years, this was a phenomenal showing.”

MCHS/WMS Band and 
Choir Carowinds Trip

The IAL Book Bus received $500 donation from the Mt. 
Gilead Lions Club.  These funds will be used to purchase 
books to place on the IAL Book Bus.  The bus makes 
stops each Saturday at various locations throughout 
Montgomery County.   Families are welcome to bring 
their kids to the bus and choose 2 free books each week.   
Many thanks to the Mt Gilead Lions Club for their gen-
erous donation to continue to promote literacy among 
Montgomery County children.

On The Road Again...
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Graduation 2022, Congratulations!

We sure were spoiled 
going through the spring 
season. It was a very 
mild season as far as 
weather. It was not fun 

as far as the pollen, but 
the temperatures were 
very manageable. It 
seems like we are pay-
ing for that now as the 
temps swell toward tri-
ple digits. We will take 
all necessary precau-
tions with our students 
in summer school when 
they are given breaks 
as well. Plenty of fluids 
and very limited time 
directly in that piercing 
sunlight for recess peri-
ods. Make sure to keep 

a very close eye on your 
little ones during these 
times, even if they are 
telling you everything is 
ok. If there is a shaded 
area for play, that will 
always be better than in 
the direct sunlight. Re-
gardless, it is very hot 
outside and everyone 
should be very care-
ful. Numerous websites 
have the warning signs 
for heat stroke, but I 
wanted to cover them 
here as well.

If your child complains 
of not feeling well, make 
sure to bring them inside 
immediately. Give them 
plenty of fluids. If they 
continue to be hot and 
not feel well after just a 
few minutes, it could be 
signs of heat exhaustion 
or heat stroke. If they 
continue to complain of 
feeling hot and you see 
excessive sweat or no 
sweat at all, that could 
also be a sign to you 
that something is very 

wrong. If symptoms 
persist and escalate, 
such as the child be-
coming confused and/or 
passing out, make sure 
to call 911 immediately. 
Heat-related illnesses 
are a definite medical 
emergency and you will 
need professional help 
as quickly as possible. 
The list here is not all 
inclusive. For more in-
formation, please visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/
niosh/topics/heatstress/

heatrelillness.html . As 
the temperatures con-
tinue to rise, make sure 
to stay on top of your 
child’s health. Quick ac-
tion will be very import-
ant. We want everyone 
to have a happy and safe 
summer.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent
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Students Enjoy Summer Enrichment

READ - Green Ridge Elementary School 
students practice their reading skills in small 
groups. 

CREATE - 3rd graders at Star Elementary School creating quadrilateral 
robots. 

AGRICULTURE - West Middle School students help plant flowers 
outside the building. 

See you on July 15th or July 16th 

from 8am - 2pm!  

Save the Dates for MCS Summer Fun
Back-to-School Block Party!

Wondering when to enroll 
your child in MCS?
This is your chance! 

We will have enrollment 
packets ready for you!
See you on July 2nd!  

PLAY - East Middle School students enjoying 
phyiscal eduation class. 

DRAW - Kindergarden students at Troy Ele-
mentary School learn to draw 
step-by-step sandcastles.  

DESIGN - 3rd graders at Page Street Elementary School design their 
own parachutes and got to test them out!

STEM - Mount Gilead Elementary School students using their STEM 
skills and creating bubbles.  


